Gemini Chat Storage and Retrieval
Guide

This document outlines how your interactions with Gemini are stored and the specific steps
you can take to locate earlier conversations.

1. Data Storage & Retention Policy

By default, Google stores your Gemini activity to provide context for ongoing conversations
and to improve the service.

e Gemini Apps Activity: If this setting is ON (the default for most users), your prompts,
responses, and related metadata are saved to your Google Account.

e Auto-Delete Periods: You can choose how long Google keeps this data. The default is
typically 18 months, but you can adjust this to 3 months, 36 months, or Don’t
auto-delete.

e Temporary Storage (72-Hour Rule): If you turn Gemini Apps Activity OFF, Google still
stores your chats for up to 72 hours. This is a safety and service-maintenance measure;
these chats will not appear in your history and are eventually permanently deleted.

e Human Review: A small, anonymized subset of conversations may be reviewed by
trained human monitors to improve the Al. Once a chat is selected for human review, it is
disconnected from your account and may be retained for up to 3 years.

2. How to Find Previous Chats

If you need to retrieve a specific discussion, use the following methods:

A. The Sidebar (Desktop & Mobile)
The quickest way to find recent work is through the side panel:

Open gemini.google.com.

Click the Menu (three horizontal lines) in the top-left corner.

Look under the Recent section.

If the chat isn't immediately visible, click Show more to expand the list.

e

B. The Search Feature (Desktop Only)
For a more surgical approach, use the native search tool:

1. Open the Menu sidebar.
2. Click the Search (magnifying glass icon).
3. Type a keyword (e.g., "Maxwell's equations," "Python Plotly," or "Honolulu") and press


https://gemini.google.com

Enter.
4. Gemini will filter your history for chat titles containing those terms.

C. Google My Activity

If a chat was deleted from your "Recent" list but not yet purged from your account, you can
find the raw logs here:

1. Go to myactivity.google.com/product/gemini.
2. You can browse by date or use the Search your activity bar to find specific prompts.

3. Note: While you can see what you asked here, you may need to click the entry to jump
back into the full conversation thread on the Gemini site.

3. Management Tips

e Pinning Chats: For ongoing research projects, hover over a chat in the sidebar, click the
three dots (More), and select Pin. This keeps it at the top of your list permanently.

e Renaming: You can rename chats (e.g., "Relativity Visualization Session") to make them
easier to find via search later.

e Exporting: If a chat contains critical code or data, use the Share/Export button at the
bottom of a response to send it directly to Google Docs or Gmail for permanent archival.

If you cannot locate an earlier chat using these methods, ask Gemini directly for help.


https://myactivity.google.com/product/gemini
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